[Cardiovascular alterations induced by the venom of Lachesis muta (serpentes: Viperidae) and its fibrinogenolitic enzyme].
The fibrinogenolytic activity of Lachesis muta stenophyrs venom was studied. Wistar rats catheterized at carotid artery and jugular vein were inoculated with crude venom or enzyme and changes in arterial pressure, cardiac frequency and electrocardiogram were monitored. The enzyme induced a greater fibrinogen reduction than the crude venom without any cardiovascular or histological alteration. In vitro crude venom coagulated blood whereas the enzyme reduced fibrinogen in 23%. Results suggest the potential use of the fibrinogenolytic enzyme as antithrombotic agent.